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l.\ A reclosable bag for filling with at least one food 
proditqt, said reclosable bag comprising: at least one sheet 
of webNi^terial including at least two areas of structural 
weakness, ^having at least one fold structure located between 
and define^\by said two areas of structural weakness, and 
an opening located generally opposite said fold structure; 
a reclosable fastener structure including a skirt structure 
of skirt web material extending therefrom; said skirt 
structure including a distal margin; said distal margin 
being coupled to said\web material at, at least one location 
between said areas of struct ural wea kness and said openings- 
said reclosable f asteflier\s fc tructure extending past said areas 
of structural weakness af*d\into saicj^ fold structure; said 
reclosable bag capable of\ b&^ng Sailed with at least one 
food product through said 0(penj 



1 2 . The reclosable bag of claim 1 wherein the skirt web 

2 material is integral to the reclosable fascener structure. 



1 3 . The reclosable bag of claim 1 wherein the skirt web 

2 material is coupled to the reclosable fastener structure. 
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4 . x^he reclosable bag of claim 1 wherein the integral 
skirt includes an outside surface and an inside surface; the 
distal maisgin being located on the outside surface,- the 
inside surface including predetermined area having a 
releasable adhesive material thereon; whereby a peelable 
:ormeS. 



The reclosable 



2 seal, when formed, is hermet 




4 wherein the peelable 



6. The reclosable bag of claim 1 \wherein said web 
material of said reclosable bag is substaihyLally comprised 
of a sheet of a parent film material having^predetermined 
dimensions . 
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1 7. The parent film material of claim 6 wherein the areas 

2 of structural\weakness are integral to said parent film. 
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8 . The reclosable bacj\< 
structural weakness exteni 
dimension of said sheet o 




1 wherein said areas of 
across a predetermined 
terial . 



1 9 . The reclosable bag of claim N 

2 predetermined dimension is width. 



wherein the 
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10. Nlhe reclosable bag of claim 
predetermined dimension is length. 



wherein the 



11. The reclosable bag, of claim\l wherein . said areas of 
structural weakness eiit^nd jionlinearly across a 




predetermined dimension of sai 



eet of said web material - 



12 . The reclosaj; 
predetermined dimension is width. 



wherein the 
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1 13. The N reclosable bag of claim 

2 predetermined dimension is length. 



11 wherein the 



1 14 . The reclosab 

2 structural weaknes 

3 of said sheet of web 




1 wherein said areas of 
a predetermined dimension 
a predetermined pattern. 



1 15. The reclosable bag of claim 1 where^ 

2 structural weakness comprise perforations. 



said areas of 
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16. v ^The reclosable bag of claim 1 wherein said areas of 



structural weakness comprise scoring. 



17. The reclos\ble bag of claim 1 wherein said areas of 
structural jw calcnG -s^gpmprise microperf orations , 




18. The reclosable 
web material is 



im 1 wherein said sheet of 
iple laminate film. 



1 19. The reclosable bag of claim 18 wherein^^aid multiple 

2 laminate film includes at least one layer ol material 

3 comprising a tear path. 
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1 ^20. The reclosable bag of claim 19 wherein said tear path 

2 iV hermetic. 
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21. A reclosable bag for filling with at least one food 
product, saiil reclosable bag comprising: at least one sheet 
of web material including a first area of structural 
weakness and a ^econd area of structural weakness; said 
sheet of web material including at least one fold structure 
located between and \defined by said first and second areas 
of structural weakness, and a fill opening; said sheet of 
web material including \i first panel coupled to said fold 

^area of structural weakness 
Ld structure adjacent 



iral wea! 



t mal 



icture 



extending thi 



ness; a reclosable 
rack structure and a 
ack structure including 
ial extending therefrom 
including a second fin 
efrom; each said fin 



structure adjacent saicT 
and a second panel co^pled\to said 
said second area of \struc 
fastener structure including ^ 
female track structure; afcid ma 
a first fin structure of v^b 
and said female track s 
structure of web materia' 
structure including a predetermined coup&ing portion; said 
coupling portion of said first fin structure being coupled 
to said first panel and said coupling portions of said second 
fin structure being coupled to said seconcK panel; said 
reclosable fastener structure extending past said areas of 
structural weakness and into said fold structure; ^said areas 
of structural weakness being located below said retelosable 
fastener structure; said reclosable bag capable of\ being 
filled with at least one food product through said\fill 
opening . 
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22. TKe reclosable bag of claim 21 wherein said areas of 
structural weakness are hermetic. 




1 23. The reclosajole 

2 opening is locate 



claim 21 wherein said fill 
site said fold structure. 



24. The reclosable bag of claim 2lN^herein said first fin 
structure is larger than said second f3fri structure , 
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1 25\^ The reclosable bag of claim 21 wherein said first fin 

2 structure and said second fin structure each include a 

3 distalNmargin; said distal margins facing each other and at 



1 26. The reclosable bag of claim 25 wherein said distal 

2 margins are releaa^bly coupled to each other by said 

3 releasable adhesive material. 



1 27. The reclosable bag of cla]a_m 25 wherein at least one 

2 said distal margin is coVted^i^h said releasable adhesive 

3 material and said disferal margin is coupled to a 

4 predetermined portion off. said web material. 



1 28. The reclosable bag of claim 21 whereiXsaid first fin 

2 structure and said second fin structure are integral to each 

3 other and include a predetermined area of\ structural 

4 weakness located between said coupling portion of\said first 

5 fin structure and said coupling portion of said second fin 

6 structure. \ 




being coated with a releasable 
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A reclosable bag for filling with at least one food 
product, said reclosable bag comprising: at least one sheet 
of web material, at least one tear tape structure, at least 
one fold structure, and an opening located generally 
opposite \said fold structure; a reclosable fastener 
structure including at least one integral skirt structure 
of skirt web^material extending therefrom; said integral 
skirt structure\ncluding at least one distal margin; said 
distal margin being coupled to said web material at, at 
least one location between said tear tape structure and said 
opening; said reclosab\e fastener structure extending past 
said tear tape structure\and into said fold structure; said 
reclosable bag capable of\being filled with at least one 
food product. 
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30. A reclosable bag for f\ll: 
product, said reclosable bag c 
of web material having leasl 



?ith at least one food 
ig: at least one sheet 
\one fold structure 



presenting at least two sidewall structures having inside 
surfaces, and an opening located generally opposite said 
fold structure; a reclosable fastener structure including 
an integral skirt structure comprising a\web material 
extending therefrom and including opposed d\stal margin 
structures; said web material of said integxal skirt 
structure being sealed to said inside surfaces at a 
plurality of predetermined sealing areas; a barrier web : 
material extending between and coupled to said distal margin 
structures. \ 



45 



1 3^\^The reclosable bag of claim 3 0 wherein said barrier 

2 web material extends between and is coupled to said sidewall 

3 structures. 



1 32. The reclc^abi^^^-o£^claim 31 wherein said barrier 

2 web material is couAl^i to atWst one of said sidewall 

3 structures by at least on^Npee3/&ble seal. 



1 33. The reclosable bag of claim\30 wherein said 

2 predetermined sealing areas are located orKsaid respective 

3 sidewall structures. 
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1 34. The reclosable bag of claim 30 wherein said barrier 

2 web material is coupled to said predetermined sealing areas 

3 by at leas\one peelable seal. 



1 35. The reclosable ^bag of ^& 

2 web material includes\at 

3 weakness extending gene 

4 sealing areas. 



im 30 wherein said barrier 
least\ one area of structural 
parallel to said predetermined 



1 36. The reclosable bag of claim 31 \rtierein said barrier 

2 web material includes at least one a*rea of structural 

3 weakness extending generally parallel to sa^d predetermined 

4 sealing areas. 
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1 "X^- A reclosable bag for filling with at least one food 

2 product, said reclosable bag comprising: at least one sheet 

3 of wfctb material including at least one predetermined tear 

4 area, at least one fold structure, and an . opening located 

5 generallV opposite said fold structure; a reclosable 

6 fastener structure including at least one integral skirt 

7 structure of\skirt web material extending therefrom; said 

8 integral skirts, structure including at least one distal 

9 margin; said distal margin being coupled to said web 

10 material at, at lea^t one location between said tear area 

11 and said opening; &aid_ reclosable fastener structure 

12 extending past said teaiv area aria>into said fold structure; 

13 said reclosable bag\capatke of being\filled with at least 

14 one food product. 



1 38. The reclosable bag^f claim 

2 least one header material located in y 

3 of said fold structure. 



further including at 
predetermined area. 



1 39. The reclosable bag of claim 38 wherein ^id header 

2 material includes at least one edge structure adjacent said 

3 tear area. 
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1 4 0\ The reclosable bag of claim 37 further including at 

2 , least: one tear tape structure coupled to said web material 

3 and adjacent to said tear area. 



1 41. A reclosable bag for filling with at least one food 

2 product, said i^closable bag comprising: at least one sheet^ 
ft 3 of web material\having a propensity to tear along at^ last 

4 two predetermine^ tear areas; having at least one fold 

5 structure located iDetween and defined by said two tear 

6 areas, and an opening, located generally opposite said fold 

7 structure; a recl osableV fa stener structure including a skirt 

8 structure o^skirt web ffi^ternTafcl extending therefrom; said 

9 skirt structure inc\udin^ a distal margin; said distal 

10 margin being coupled t?p sai£kweb material at, at least one 

11 location between said t\^o tear\areas and said opening; said 

12 reclosable fastener stricture expending past said two tear 

13 areas and into said fol<^ stry*6t\re; said reclosable bag 

14 capable of being filled yp-€h at \east one food product 

15 through said openij 



1 42. The reclosable bag of claim 41 wherein Yhe skirt web 

2 material is integral to the reclosable fastened structure. 
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The reclosable bag of claim 41 wherein the skirt web 
rial is coupled to the reclosable fastener structure. 
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44. The reclbi^able bag of claim 41 wherein the integral 
skirt includes_^ii^pii£side surface and an inside surface; the 
distal ma'rgin beinfck locatecSvQn the outside surface; the 
inside surface including predetermined area having a 
releasable adhesive matex^al theqeon; whereby a peelable 
seal may be formed. 



1 45. The reclosable bag of claim 41 wherein the peelable 

2 seal, when formed, is hermetic. 
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1 4&v The reclosable bag of claim 41 wherein said web 

2 mate^i^al of said reclosable bag is substantially comprised 

3 . of a she^t of a parent film material having predetermined 

4 dimensions, 




1 47. The parent N f3-3- m th^terial of c}.aim 46 wherein the tear 

2 areas are integral\to sai^d parent/film. 



1 48. The reclosable bag of claim 41 "therein said tear areas 

2 extend linearly across a predetermine^ dimension of said 

3 sheet of web material . 
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reclosable 



claim 



2 predetermined dimension is width. 



50. The 
predetermi 



claim 




wherein the 



wherein the 



51. The reclosable 
extend nonlinearly' across a 
sheet of said web material , 



wherein said tear areas 
ed dimension of said 
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1 52. The reclosable bag of claim 51 wherein the 

\ 

2 predetermined dimension is width. 



1 53. The teclosabf^ tjag^of claim 51 wherein the 

2 predetermined dimension is length. 



1 54. The reclosable Jrfag of claimMl wherein said tear areas 

2 extend across a predetermined dimension of said sheet of web 

3 material in a predetermined pattern. 
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1 SB^^The reclosable bag of claim 41 wherein said tear areas 

2 comprise^^er^ 

1 56. The reclosable of N^im 41 wherein said tear areas 

2 comprise scoring. \^^^ 

1 57. The reclosablp^6ag of claim 41 whefcein said tear areas 

2 comprise microp^rf orations . \. 
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58. v The reclosable bag of claim 41 wherein said sheet of 
web material is comprised of a multiple laminate film. 




59. The reclosahje "bag of claito 58 wherein at least one 
layer of said multiple linate fAlm material includes said 
tear areas. 



60. The reclosable bag of claim 59 where: 
are hermetic. 



said tear areas 
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1 6l\ A reclosable bag for filling with at least one food 

2 product, said reclosable bag comprising: at least one sheet 

3 of web\^terial having at least one fold structure located 

4 between at\least two predetermined areas having a propensity 

5 to tear in aNpredetermined direction and presenting at least 

6 two sidewall structures having inside surfaces, and an 

7 opening lo<5at^d\gtener^ said fold structure; a 

8 reclosable fasteners, structure, located in said fold 

9 structure, including av skirt structure comprising a web 

10 material extending \hererrom .and including opposed distal 

11 margin structures; said wej>^aterial of said integral skirt 

12 structure being seaj^ea to said inside surfaces at a 

13 plurality of predetermined sealing areas. 

1 62. The reclosable bag of claim 61 further comprising a 

2 barrier web material extending between and aoupled to said 

3 distal margin structures. \ 
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1 eG . A method of manufacturing a reclosable bag for filling 

2 wi\h at least one food product, said reclosable bag 

3 comprising: at least one sheet of web material including a 

4 firstXarea of structural weakness and a second area of 

5 structural weakness ; said sheet of web material including 

6 at least None fold structure located between and defined by 

7 said first\and second areas of structural weakness, and a 

8 fill opening^; said sheet of web material including a first 

9 panel coupled\to said fold structure adjacent said first 

10 area of structural weakness and a second panel coupled to 

11 said fold structure adjacent said second area of structural 

12 weakness; a reclosable fastener structure including a male 

13 track structure a&d a female track structure; said male 

14 track structure / including a first fin structure of web' 

15 material extending Jpr^efrom and said female track structure 

16 including a second vE in/structure of web material extending 

17 therefrom; each. saddV'f ir* structure including a predetermined 

18 coupling portion; said Coupling portion of said first fin 

19 structure being coupled\ to said first panel and said 

20 coupling portion of said second fin structure being coupled 

21 to said second panel; said\reclosable fastener structure 

22 extending past said areas of Nstructural weakness and into 

23 said fold structure; said areasNpf structural weakness being 

24 located below said reclosable \ f astener structure; said 

25 reclosable bag capable of being \i lied with at least one 

26 food product through said fill\ opening, said method 

27 comprising: \ 

28 folding said sheet of web Nmaterial along a 

29 predetermined folding area located between said areas of 

30 structural weakness to form said fold structure; 

31 inserting said reclosable fastener lhto said fold 

32 structure; \ 

33 coupling said distal margin of said integral skirt 
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34 structure to said web material; 

35 sealing said web material along at least two 

36 predetermined linear areas located generally perpendicular 

37 to said f blckstructure; 

38 filling said rfeclosable bag with at least one food product 

39 through said opening; and sealing said opening. 

1 64. The method of^ cXa%m\63 wherein the step of sealing 

2 said web material a^ong^t least two predetermined linear 

3 areas occurs last.^^^ \ 

1 65 . The method of claim 63 whferein the first step is 

2 coupling at least one predetermined^ portion of said distal 

3 margin of said integral skirt structure to at least one 

4 predetermined portion of said web material prior to folding 

5 said sheet of web material. 
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1 66'.-, The method of claim 63 including the further step of 

2 inserting and sealing a header material into said 

3 predetermined fold area at least prior to the step of 

4 sealing \ said web material along at least said two 

5 predetermined linear areas. 
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67. The method >s*f claim 63 including the further step of 
inserting and sealzfoiq at least one tear structure into said 



predetermined fold 
sealing said we! 
predetermined linea^ 



at least prior to the step of 
rial along at least said two 



1 68 . The method of claim 63 including the further step of 

2 sealing a predetermined portibrrvof said fold structure and 

3 forming a header structure; said further step being 

4 subsequent to said step of folcring said sheet of web 

5 material along a predetermined foldii^q area located between 

6 said areas of structural weakness \to form said fold 

7 structure. 
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69. A method of manufacturing a reclosable bag for filling 
fith at least one food product, said reclosable bag 
:luding at least one sheet of web material having at least 
one\predetermined tear area, at least one fold structure, 
and ^an opening located generally opposite said fold 
structure; a reclosable fastener assembly, including at least 
one integral skirt structure of skirt web material extending 
theref rontv said integral skirt structure including at least 
one distal\margin; said distal margin being coupled to said 
web materia^ at, at least one location between said tear 
area and sai& opening; said reclosable fastener structure 
extending past\said tear area and into said fold- structure; 
said reclosably^Sjpag capable of being filled with at least 

said method comprising: folding said sheet 
a predetermined folding area to 
icture; inserting said reclosable 
said fold structure; coupling said 
itegral skirt structure to said web* 
Lling^ 1 said web material along at least two 
predetermined linear areas, located generally perpendicular 
to said fold structure; falling said reclosable bag with 
at least one food product through said opening; and sealing 
said opening. 



uct , 



one food prodUct, 
of web materia 
produce said 
fastener ass 
distal margin 
material; sea 



old 



sa] 



1 70. The method of claim 69 whereinythe step of sealing 

2 said web material along at least two predetermined linear 

3 areas occurs last. 
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The method of claim 69 wherein the first step is 
coaling at least one predetermined portion of said distal 
marg:fcn of said integral skirt structure to at least one 
predetermined portion of said web material prior to folding 
said sheet of web material. 




72 . The method\of 
inserting and se 
predetermined fold 
sealing said web 
predetermined line 



Lm 6 9 including the further step of 
a header material into said 
at least prior to the step of 
}ial along at least said two 




73. The method of claim 69 including the further step of 
inserting and sealing at least one\ear structure into said 
predetermined fold area at least prior to the step of 
sealing said web material along kt least said two 
predetermined linear areas. 
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Che method of claim 69 including the further step of 



sealing a ^redetermi 
forming a .heade 
subsequent to said 
material along a pred 
said areas of stru 
structure . 



ortion of said fold structure and 
:ture; said further step being 
f folding said sheet of web 
et\erTrq/nea^folding area located between 
fal weakness to form said fold 



1 75. A reclosable bag for filling with at least one food 

2 product, said reclosable bag comprising: at least one sheet 

3 of web material including at least two areas of structural 

4 weakness, having at least one fold structure located between, 

5 and defined by said two areas of structural weakness, and 

6 an opening located generally opposite said fold structure ,- 

7 a reclosable fastener . structure including a skirt structure 

8 of skirt web material extending therefrom; said skirt 

9 structure including a distal margin; said distal margin 

10 being coupled to said web material at, at least one location 

11 between said areas of structural weakness and said opening; 

12 said reclosable fastener structure extending past said areas 

13 of structural weakness; said reclosable bag capable of being 

14 filled with at least one food product through said opening. 



1 76 . The reclosable bag of claim 75 wherein said reclosable 

2 fastener structure extends over said fold structure. 
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1 77. The reclosable bag of claim 75 wherein the skirt web 

2 material is integral to the reclosable fastener structure. 



1 78. The reclosable bag of claim 75 wherein the skirt web 

2 material is coupled to the reclosable fastener structure. 



1 79. The reclosable bag of claim 75 wherein the web 

2 material includes an outside surface and an inside surface; 

3 the inside surface including a predetermined area having a 

4 releasable adhesive material thereon; whereby a peelable 

5 seal may be formed. 
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80. The reclosable bag of claim 79 wherein the peelable 
seal, when formed, is hermetic. 



81. The reclosable bag of. claim 15 wherein said web 
material of said reclosable bag is substantially comprised 
of a sheet of a parent film material having predetermined 
dimensions . 



82. The parent film material of claim 81 wherein the areas 
of structural weakness are integral to said parent film. 
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1 83 . The reclosable bag of claim 75 wherein said areas of 

2 structural weakness extend linearly across a predetermined 

3 dimension of said sheet of web material . 



1 84. The reclosable bag of claim 83 wherein the 

2 predetermined dimension is width. 



1 85. The reclosable bag of claim 83 wherein the 

2 predetermined dimension is length. 
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1 86. The reclosable bag of claim 75 wherein said areas of 

2 structural weakness extend nonlinearly across a 

3 predetermined dimension of said sheet of said web material . 



1 87. The reclosable bag of claim 86 wherein the 

2 predetermined dimension is width. 



88. The reclosable bag of claim 86 wherein the 
predetermined dimension is length. 





66 



1 89. The reclosable bag of claim 75 wherein said areas of 

2 structural weakness extend across a predetermined dimension 

3 of said sheet of web material in a predetermined pattern. 

1 90. The reclosable bag of claim 75 wherein said areas of 

2 structural weakness comprise perforations. 

1 91. The reclosable bag of claim 75 wherein said areas of 

2 structural weakness comprise scoring. 
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1 92. The reclosable bag of claim 75 wherein said areas of 

2 structural weakness comprise microperf orations . 



1 93. The reclosable bag of claim 75 wherein said sheet of 

2 web material is comprised of a multiple laminate film. 



1 94. The reclosable bag of claim 93 wherein said multiple 

2 laminate film includes at least one layer of material 

3 comprising a tear path. 
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1 95. The reclosable bag of claim 94 wherein said tear path 

2 is hermetic. 

1 96. A reclosable bag for filling with at least one food 

2 product, said reclosable bag comprising: at least one sheet 

3 of web material including at least two areas of structural 

4 weakness, having at least one fold structure located between 

5 and defined by said two areas of structural weakness, and 

6 an opening located generally opposite said fold structure; 

7 a reclosable fastener structure including a skirt structure 

8 of skirt web material extending therefrom; said skirt 

9 structure including a distal margin; said distal margin- 

10 being coupled to said web material at, at least one location 

11 between said areas of structural weakness and said opening; 

12 said reclosable fastener structure extending past said areas 

13 of structural weakness and over said fold structure; said 

14 reclosable bag capable of being filled with at least one 

15 food product through said opening. 

1 97. The reclosable bag of claim 96 wherein the skirt web 

2 material is integral to the reclosable fastener structure. 
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1 98. The reclosable bag of claim 96 wherein the skirt web 

2 material is coupled to the reclosable fastener structure. 

1 99. The reclosable bag of claim 96 wherein the web 

2 material includes an outside surface and an inside surface; 

3 the inside surface including a predetermined area having a 

4 releasable adhesive material thereon; whereby a peelable 
.5 seal may be formed. 

1 100. The reclosable bag of claim 99 wherein the peelable 

2 seal, when formed, is hermetic. 
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101. The reclosable bag of claim 96 wherein said web 
material of said reclosable bag is substantially comprised 
of a sheet of a parent film material having predetermined 
dimensions . 



102. The parent film material of claim 101 wherein the 
areas of structural weakness are integral to said parent 
film. 



103. The reclosable bag of claim 96 wherein said areas of 
structural weakness extend linearly across a predetermined 
dimension of said sheet of web material. 
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104. The reclosable bag of claim 103 wherein the 
predetermined dimension is width. 



105. The reclosable bag of claim 103 wherein the 
predetermined dimension is length. 



106. The reclosable bag of claim 96 wherein said areas of 
structural weakness extend nonlinearly across a 
predetermined dimension of said sheet of said web material . 
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1 107. The reclosable bag of claim 106 wherein the 

2 predetermined dimension is width. 

1 108. The reclosable bag of claim 106 wherein the 

2 predetermined dimension is length. 

1 109. The reclosable bag of claim 96 wherein said areas of 

2 structural weakness extend across a predetermined dimension 

3 of said sheet of web material in a predetermined pattern. 
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1 110. The reclosable bag of claim 96 wherein said areas of 

2 structural weakness comprise perforations . 

1 111.. The reclosable bag of claim 96 wherein said areas of 

2 structural weakness comprise scoring. 

1 112. The reclosable bag of claim 96 wherein said areas of 

2 structural weakness comprise microperf orations . 
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1 113 . The reclosable bag of claim 96 wherein said sheet of 

2 web material is comprised of a multiple laminate film. 

1 114. The reclosable bag of claim 113 wherein said multiple 

2 laminate film includes at least one layer of material 

3 comprising a tear path. 

1 115. The reclosable bag of claim 114 wherein said tear path 

2 is hermetic. 
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1 116. A reclosable bag for filling with at least one food 

2 product, said reclosable bag comprising: at least one sheet 

3 of web material, at least one tear tape structure, at least 

4 one fold structure, and an opening located generally 

5 opposite said fold structure; a reclosable fastener 

6 structure including at least one integral skirt structure 

7 of skirt web material extending therefrom; said integral 

8 skirt structure including at least one distal margin; said 

9 distal margin being coupled to said web material at, at 

10 least one location between said tear tape structure and said 

11 opening; said reclosable fastener structure extending past 

12 said tear tape structure and over said fold structure; said 

13 reclosable bag capable of being filled with at least one 

14 food product . 
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1 117. A reclosable bag for filling with at least one food 

2 product, said reclosable bag comprising: at least one 

3 sheet of web material including at least one 

4 predetermined tear area, at least one fold structure, and 

5 an opening located generally opposite said fold 

6 structure; a reclosable fastener structure including at 

7 least one integral skirt structure of skirt web material 

8 extending therefrom; said integral skirt structure 

9 including at least one distal margin; said distal margin 

10 being coupled to said web material at, at least one 

11 location between said tear area and said opening; said 

12 reclosable fastener structure extending past said tear 

13 area and over said fold structure; said reclosable bag 

14 capable of being filled with at least one food product. 
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